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VAYS OFAUTOOtAPH HUNTCHS.

flow Thalr Vlrtimi Kluiln Tliam On !!
. P'X ' Hor (ir.rlry.

"Speaking of autographs." said ono
of a group of clnbmou tho other night,
"I consider that tho mania for collect-h-- g

tslm Is a kind of disease, lurking
nl ays in some spots, llko cholera in
Asl.s and now and again sweeping
tivir tho world llko an rpldomlc, und
thu vlctlmi who catch It badly are
hardly responsible for their action
afterward. Rome Rrcat .men whoao
nnto(raphs nro much desired by theso
collector arc bored beyond bcllpf by
Innumerable nvjuesU for tholr klRna.
lure attached to a note, or a pdom, or
to nothing at all. Thoc men Ret a
rtoien or o letters of this hind In every
nittil. and to comply with them all
wouhl bo n MTcro task, 8omu fatuous

l(noro theso letters nltojfethtr
when they ask plnlnly for autographs
nndtothe Indefatigable collectors

rt
to subteriigo to obtain what they

wnnt- -
'Ono way to whecdl n author Is to

any In your noto that tho writer Is com
pletlnV his library and Is desirous of
gotUng an accurate list of nil tho
works, srreat and small, of his favorltu
author the victim. If this falls, and It
holdout docft, tho collector assumes an-

other Piuno ami asks for an explana-
tion of some amblguous'pnssngo in ono
of tho i uthor's works, asserting that
tho SiU iunk Literary society, orsonio
other .t.'liatlng olub, la all torn up by a
hot til p-- i to over the question. Another
way Is to ask tho author how old ho
was uhi-- he wroto that charming
poom 'KvtuigoHno.' Tho victim feels
complimented by tho mlstako of think-
ing that he wroto 'Kvangollno' und
gunontllv liistmoUhls supposedly Igno-

rant admirer In the desired nutograph
letter.

"Oh. they're full of tricks, those
and though In other respects

thoy may Iw honest people, they will
sloop to nl most any deceit to carry out
tholr purnaso. That's why I say tho
mania is n dlseoso and Its victims auf
hnrdlv H'sponslblo for what they do."

"That's so," said another member of
the gr m p. "I haro a .friend who Is tho
private m- - retrtry of a aoclal lion and ho
tolls m thai people will write most
pitiful letters asking for advlcej enylng
that tht-- y mo on tho verge of bank-
ruptcy or humor, or atilcldo, for want
of kunuing Just what to do in tho
emergency; widow with largo fami-
lies, ynnn'r men about to statft life,
maids hulling lwitween lore for a scaje-grn- co

and id dleueo to parents; whllo
ull tliotlmo w hut they reully want is tho
slgnnturo under tho reply. Many nn
honest rippiml for help Is cast into the
waste luMiiit tmdbr this suspicion
which might otherwise get an answer.

"Anntlyr wldtdy known man, much
postmvd by theso people, composed a
neat reply, telling hi pollto but Aim
Innguugo how this sort of thing, If no-c-

id to, would consume an unreasona-
ble amount of his time) and then he
had&arenil hundred copies of it printed,
hlgnuturc and alii nnd whenever a wri-
ter Ih thniighlftil enougli to send stamp
for reply ho gets one of those) if no
stamp in Mint ha gets nothing at all.
Ouo can hardly liyiv roplyhtg, hovrever,
to a rnnllnl limitation to corao and
spend Christmas at tho homo of soma
unknown admirer, oven though you
suspect th

"I saw in the newspapers," addod n
third man, "at tho time when the dtika
of CluioiK-- o hua uf thif prlncu of Wales,
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died, a story, 7 don't "know how true it
was that onco when tho young fellow
v.ns at school and had got Into sotno
lxiylsh scrnpo which cxhnustcd nil tho
nllowauee his father mnda him, ho
nroto to his grandmother, the cjueen,
for tho loan of a few pounds. Tho
thrifty Victoria wroto him n Jotter of
goodadvlco Instead, which tho thought-
less young prlnco Immediately sold for
a fow shillings to an autograph collec-

tor. When tho facts nil came out, tho
collector sold it .again for as many
pounds as he gtvvoshllllngH for it,

"Some people haro written a number
of their slgnutn res and given J ham to
charities for sale, and to tlioso charities
they refer tho collector who wants
something for nothing. Tho professiona-

l-collector, however, rather scorns
the signatures of living cclobritles
which may bo had for tho asking, and
considers only thoso In tho market for
cash worth his while, Tho Incxorablo
law of supply nnd demand comes In
hero, as it does in tho collection of
coins, nnd tho ' ncarcest aro tho
ilcarwt. Ocorgo Washington's sig-

nature, for Instance, is pot hold at
nearly so high a ilguro as thoso
of soma of tho mora obscure signers of
tho Declarntlon of Independence, sim-
ply because thero are more of themj
Jnst as you can buy forty Koman cojns
centurlesild for tho price of ono Amer-
ican coin of n certain year, of which
the issue as very small,"

"Your remark about centuries," said
tho first hpenker, "reminds mo that
this Idea of collecting autographs Is of
a respectnblo nntlqulty Itself Cicero
hud before tho Ooths und Vandals
scattored thtlr collections ns well ns
their cities to tho winds, i'hen. lt,wti
revived again In tho alxtcjiuth century
and travelers used to. fcirry albums'
with thenf to secure tlioJfiignalunsHH
great --Tnenwttif wnom tnoy cainoin
contact, in order to show their friends
nn th'er return what (rood conmanv
thoy hadhept." f"In Horaeo Oreeloy'a 'necollcctlonil
of n Husy Llfo,' " said another, "ho telln
of a youth who wroto him as follows:

" 'Dear Sin Among your literary
treasures you have doubt.lc.ss. prcssrvctL.,

lamented poet, Bdgsr irUA'oeJ If so,
und you can spura one, plcaso inclose it
to mo nnd icceive th thanks of yours
truly.' 5

"To which Mr. Qrcojey replledr 'Dear
Sir: Among my lltrrafy treasures thcro
happens to bo exactly ono autograph
of our country's late lamented poet.
Hdgar A. Poo. It U his oU ot, handj
for ISO with my indorscmtHt aafowtno
back. It cost mo 50,75 (Incbdlng jiro-tes- t)

and you can have It fornulf that
amount. Yours truly.'

"Tho famous editor, adds: 'That ail- -

my hinds, and Is lor sale at tho orig-

inal prlco, t U'O lapso of tlmo
and tho depreciation of our currency."
--N. Y. Tribune.

A Hop. ful viw or nil cbso.
"There is nothing stable about him.

lla Is conutuutly olmnglng his WiJ."
"All the bettor. Jly constariUyTohang-In- g

hU mind ho may get a uil'8oino
day that will have some turist) J it."
N. Y, I'ress

Ills Appearance, "You appear to
be holiest," sld tho judge to thu pris-
oner. "I guess appearances are against
mo, your honqr," was the frfittlc re-

sponse) "I'm a ward politician!" De-

troit li'reo 1'rcs

WITH A GIFT OF HOSCS.

K X were king, nnd all my palaco gardens
Wcriugivy with flowers as sweet as they wore

JT J ... . ..
II nil tny crystal balconies were crowded
Vflth, tholcest hloot&l that drtofr In heavy alri

,1( I inVfit search from ocmti unto ucean
To II ml I ho tery fairest thing tlint grows.
Ami rmptjr thrn my treasure bouso to win It
HUH would I send

to ono I loved
. . arosol

wrro and my lot wcro'laVor,
My dwflllnn but a oottAire bar and poor,

l llti full It tttlt-i- nt tiAKhtM Inn vminil
LKtrrpt tho wild rose Lkwrnlnj near tb'door
R It all I had were never 'worth the Kiting

What cut hath ho who tills and roaps and sow
l'tum slnrllt morn iluttl the purple sunset

tSUllVrouIdlscnd
A - to one I tared

arosol, t "' If I vero king, a rose should do ray herald)
It I fero peasant, H should homy speech; , ,

lit Is royal fldWor robtrt in'splendor, "
III the lmrnWf.it bloom Qod tun may reach,
The magic df tho wind and rain and starlight
Uncurl wheneer llatnystlo leaves unfold
To show tho angel's (ace In every blossom.
Yos, I would send

to ono I lovedr S rose I

Dorenco M Aylat, la Jury.
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orco ot habit
takes them to
tho round-
house; nnd
when a group
ot them is col-

lected thoro
railroading

ntorlos aro sure to follow. I havo lis-

tened for hours to good yarns there.
Ono day in tho 8an Francisco round-

house of tho Southern I'aclllo company
mention was roaJo of a rccont accident
which had been caused by tho break
ing apart of a freight train. This served
as a reminder to tho engineer from
Arizona. Taking a scat on tho sldc-ro- d

of n locomotive ho began:
"I think tho llvollost rldo nnd the J

worst scare 1 ever had was whllo I was
running out ot Los Angoles to Yuma In
tho fcprlng of '60. Tho company was
building tho road across Arizona then,
nnd we woro hauling material to thcl
front. I

"We left 0os Angeles ono nfternoon
.with twenty-si- x ears and a caboose. '

Vo went out a double-heade- r, with
ttvo ten-whe- cugines. I was running
112 in'ndvnncc, and Hilly Stewartson,
w ith tho VJ9, was coupled in behind me,

"Next to tho engines we ro fomo long
bridgo timbers, extended over thrca
flat cars, from which tho brake staffs
had to be taken. Then thero woro six
cars loaded with redwood tics; then
thirteen cars of steel rails twenty tot--t

to thq car. These cars wero nil flats,
of course. Then' c.tmo four box carH
loaded with giant powder, to bo used in
bomo heavy wprlc at tha front.

"I V's a stiff pull most ot tho way from
Los Anpelcs to Colton, and from thcro
to Kan Uorgonto it's an up grada of a
hundred andtwonty feet to tho tulle.
They guvo us a third englno from Col-

ton to tho top of tha bill: ard ItSvas all
tho three rs could. do to take
that train up thero.

"Wo stopped at Han Gorgonlo and cut
out tho helper engine, nndjthcn' when
everybody was ready wo started down
tho hill.

"I'rom San Gorgouio It is nearly all
(lonn-grad- o to Indio, sixty miles,-- and

Lfor tho first thirty miles tho grado runs
,irom ono uunurca una twenty-nv- o toei
to seventy feet to tho mile.

"Wo had n hnlf-Spanl- boy called
Kid Vallolo braking ahead. IIo was a

kjjQod one as smart as a stool trap. Tho
.middle brnkeman was rather light, and
tho hind man waa a big, thick-heade- d

brute, who had no 'savvy,' und novcr
would know nny thing. Tho conductor
w us n slow, easy-goin- g chap.

"There weren't any on
freight trains than; nothing but hand
brul.es. Hut wo had on. the
tenders and u steam-brak- o on tho loco-'moti-

drivers. ,,

"It way about half-pa- nlno on n
bright moonlight night whan we statt-c- d

down tho grade. About a mile out
I felt tho train jerk, and then wo shot
ahead lively. As I looked bach, Hilly
tooted 'oit brakes,' and began to work
stoam. I snw tho two brakemen
swinging tholr lights and signaling to
'go ahead.'

"It waasp Jlght that I could see that
tho cabooso and the four cam of pow-
der had fifoTccn ofjf, nnd wero about ton

behind 'the resijaf tho train.
Tho ohucTtlc-headc- d hind brakeman
had slapped up tha caboose brako and
Rnapnctl tha train. apart, and ve wero
running down tbaogyadolntwo pieces.

"If over thailqGiorearbcctlopjitvuok
tho lot ward ono IheconouEslon would
bo Miro to. explode, tho giant powder,
and tbunthqro would bo, nn explosion
that wouhl4tthaUjb tho earth,' and sc rid
tho wliolooirttjb hl&gdom coma,

"Wo Drilled out to crot away from It.
nnd hlstiedund whistled fof theTca- -

.iit man 4miini nWt on lho box ears
and sot somot Lrtikcs: jTluit ho didn't
show up,.nml In lews tlmii, a iiilla wo
wero running, flffyiiilllts nn hour, tp
keep, out oi tho wny,of)tho,rcar section,
und lncre'nBing rapldlyjevcry second.

'Tcnllzed nt onco that wo had pot
to check up soon or tho train vyould
got awoy'wjth usiaudjland .pvoi'ybody
and everything 'down In the cairybq, a
thousand feet below. Hut what oliBce
Wre we going to got to.chcck up7 v"

"Just then wo saw a light como up
on ho box cars, and ltnpw thut, tho
cubooso brnkbmun had got out at huL.
Thou we folt suroAhat he would stop
that scctlun and tho thing for us to do
.'us to stop ourselves, I sot my tpntler

and driving brakes and started, tlia
saud'runnlug, mfd Hlll.i? Ulil'thW'AW
with his engjue. , . f

' r

"Setting up allthoso powerful brakes
at onco on tho forward euA just acted
lllto a bumping post. 'Tho 'slack
cutuo up fagalnst tho engines with a

t bung, nnd nhlfted tho steel rails ahead
so that thoy jammed ovory iirouo on
the steel cam. and put thorn In such a
statu that thoy could not bo used.
There wq were, Hying down a hundred-foo- t

grade two ongln cs nnd twepty-twahcaj- y

hwled cars nnd only ilx
bralies on the train.

"KU1 Viillojo iml hLi partner doubled
on the brukes on.Mio lie cur1!, uud-tli-

tlot thing thoy did was to break twp
chaliik. That loft us only . four brakes- not enough to Atop us.

"We shot by ll'ntinlng'a.atatlon at the
rate, of sixty miles un hour, the flro
flying from tho driving wheels and the
tender brakes just burning upl Tho
driving boo wero hot, and thut stuck
tju wedge so that .the cuglnu rode

Highest of all In Leavening Power. Latest U. S. Gov't Report

abscmjutei mm
like an old cart going over cobble-
stones.

''It shook tho oil cans off the shelf to
the deck and jarred out tho cab lights.
The coal was all shnken forward from
tho tender; it wns pouring out of tho
gangwny, nud was u foot deep on the
deck.

"Looking back, wo could sco the
tics working oft the flat earn slduwlsa;
they struck th6 ground cndwlso ovory
other minute, and went olt In tho air
like a skv rocket, nnd then oil down
into tho canyon.

"The engines wero heating nil over,
and tho Babbit metal was living from
tho back ends of the main rods. I wui
afraid my englno would tear herself to
pieces, everything was shrieking and
groaning so.

"We went past Cabazon station nl
the rate of .ecnty-flt- o miles an hour.
The grado from Cabazon for six or
coven miles is easier, and then thoro
comes a short curve, closo in by the
kMo ot Uio mountain; It Is wny up oa

.ono side and way doivn on tho other.
, "Hilly and his fireman weii, dOJvn on
the tender stepti, holding on for ueitr
life, wnltlng for tho crash on the
curve, I know the clmuces were
mighty slim for thoso two
to go nround thut curve Tho speed
began to reduce some, but we were
still Hying.

"My fireman crawled over to tno and
yellod: 'Let's wet tho rail; It's our only
chance for that curvel'

"1 nodded to him, Hnd wo started
both Injectors. Kuoh had attached to
it nn inch pipe with hoso nnd nozzle
ifor cooling on! tho crank pins. We
.leaned out of tho cab mid sent tho
water pouring right down over tho front
drive wheels. That stream was as big
as your thumb, and went with tho
force of a strovtm from a flro engine

"The speed must hare slackened con-
siderably beforo wo struck the curve,
but it seemed to me that wo word go-

ing faster than over. You couldn't seo
across.thu cab on account of tho dust
and smoko from tho hot journals

"My fireman yelled: 'Oood-by-, Jack,'
but ho kept thu wider Hying. I shut
my teeth and hold my breath, nnd said
to myself: 'This is my last run; it's
"Good-by- , John." right here.'

"When old 118 retched tho curve 1

thought for a second she would enp--

rIzo. Then I thought sho was off. Hut
we kept tho water Then
camo a jerk and a crash, and tho flat
cars left tho rails, and thoso bridge
timbers went balling out into tho air
and ocr tho bank.

"Tho flat cars began playing leap-
frog over each other, and thoso steel
rails just sheeted over and through
those cars and ties, making match-woo- d

of everything.
"Hut tho two cnglucs were on tho

rail, and wo stopped them nftcr run-
ning two miles. Thoy wero all burnt
nnd cut up, but thoy would move, and
after putting out sorao torpedoes and
red lights wo backed up to tho wreck.

"Wo ill thought that tho water was
tho only thing that saed our engines
on that curve.

"Jimmy, my fireman wont running
around calling out: '0 Kid! 0 Kid

.SH&6JaB I
OM r"as?--

W! &
CAU.1NO roil KIP VAU.EJ0.

Vttllojol' nnd I said: I guess poor Kid
is dono up, Jimmy,'

"'Hark!' says ho; and wo lieanl a
very faint volco under tho w reck. Wo
nil ran up thoro. uud Jimmy bays: 'Is
that you. Kid?'

" 'Yes, I think it's me,' snld Kid.
"'Whoro uro you? says Jimmy,
' 'Under this flat car, says Kid; 'I

don't know what number It is.'
"It must havo been by a miracle that

boy was saved. Ho had held on to'u
brake staff, and when tho crash came
tho ties cnrrled him with them, and the
steel sheeted over hlmr and thoro he
was liko a rat In a trap. f

"lie was broiled and'seratclied and
shaken, but alive und net fatnlly hurt
The mtddlo brakeman had jumped, und
w o found him two miles back, (load.

'The ears that broke oil were
stopped nt Cabazon, and tho conductor
got the seeUon-mc- u and their hund-Ca- r

und camo down to the wreck. When it
was nil over 1 fainted dead away.

"Ot course tho general ofllco sent
down for an investigation, nnd tho
division superintendent had us all 'up
on tho green carpet,' They discharged
tho conductor und hind brnkeinun and
guvo Kid a trulnto run. Youth's Com-

panion.

--lit K)lleut I'MOi
They wero discussing tho private for-

tunes ol the town magnates when Col.
Hlank's name came up.

"Whnt'ti ho worthV" asked one.
"Between two hundred and fifty and

two hundred and sixty thousand dol-
lars, I should say,'1 replied tho statisti-
cian.

"No inoro than that?"
"Than what? Isn't that n pretty good

fortune?"
"Ten thousand dollars? No. I'vo

got that much myself."
"Who said anything about ton thou-

sand? I said ho was worth botweuu
two hundred and fifty and two hun
dred and sixty thousand."

"Well, Isn't ten thousaud botwecu
two hundrod und fifty and two hundred
and sixty thousand?"

Hut tho other man got huffy and
wouldn't unswer. Detroit I'roo I'ress.

Honker "Jlerr Haron, It has not
escaped my notice that yon are In lovo
with mv dii!iriitT, and I may us well

WHAT?

help you over tho stllo. I nm prepared
to glvo you my consent and my daugh-
ter shall havo n dowry of thirty thou-
sand florins " Haron "I beg a thou-
saud pardons, but I never love, on prin-
ciple, under thirty-fiv- e thousand flor-
ins." buhwnrswaldcr Hoto.

A MINIATTTnE VOLCANO.

It Ilns TrrrlUrd tlm Indians ot"tlin U'lchltn
Mmintnlii for KIkIiUcii Yrnrs.

An notivo volcano is ono ot tho curi-
osities of tho wonderful Indian terri-
tory About forty-fiv- o miles west of
Chtckasha, In n dotnehed spur ot tho
Wichita mountnlns thoro existed for
eighteen years a fully developed vo-

lcanoon a small soule, It Is true, but
sitfilclcntly ns theso
phenomena nlwnyi uro, to havo fright-one- d

nwny Its dlseovorors. Rlghtecn
years ago Chief Quanah and his pcoplo
pitched their camps on tho west fork of
Cash creek, hard by ono of Miosa spurs
of tho Wlclilta range.

Aftor sentinels had been placed on
duty thoy betook themselves to slum-bo- r.

In the night tho whole band wns
rtKfs'oo' l; till screams nnd yells of tho
tqryifled Bontlnols, itr.d tho surround-
ing country was lit up by n bright
gjnro cmanntlng from the mountain
side. They fled without oven gather-
ing up their camp equipage. Many
months nftcr this ovent Qunnah gath-cro- d

his tribo together and went back
to Investigate. As they npproaehed tho
spot it required nil tholr courage to In-

duce them to proceed near enough to
discover tho cause of their fright.

Thoy found smoke issuing from tho
sldo of the mountain. They imagined
it to bo tho nbode of tho evil spirit, and
approaclud it cautiously at first, but
becoming emboldened as they proceeded
nt length found thomsolvcs near enough
to toss a rock iuto It. I'rom this thoy
set to work carrying stones as lnrgo ns
thoy could lift and throw them Into Its
mouth with tho purposo of filling it
up. After some tlmo thoy found no
headway was gained by such proceed-
ings nud they abandoned tho ntterapt

The vent is oral-shape- d and is throo
feet long nnd twenty Inches wide.
Smoko issues from it continually, nnd
at long and Irregular Intervals it sends
forth a bluish-colore- d blaze, as If from
a burning mine. There aro known to
Too extensive, coal beds In that country,
but even if it could havo taken Are
from somo Internnl agency it does not
seem povsiblo for It to have smoldered
for so long a period. It Is therefore de-
cided to ben mlulatuio volcano. Gal-
veston Ncws

CIPHlR TYPEWRITING.

How tlin Mnrlilnn May Ho Fnally Adapted
for Secret Correspondence.

A correspondent of Lo Gcnlo Civil
makes n curious suggestion In regard
to the possiblo uses of tho typowrltor
In cipher writing. It is woll known
that a f.ivorlto form of secret cor-
respondence consists In substituting
certain lottors for others, each party
having the key by which ho can

tho substituted ones by thoso In-

tended to bo rend. Tho ordinary typo-writ-

can readily bo used for cipher
writing by simply transposing

B
tho

typos on tho typo bars, so that, for ex-

ample, tho touching of tho key marked
A will print C, II will print It, nnd so
on

After ono Instrument has bceh so
transposed tho othor Is to bo corre-
spondingly so that tho
key C will ptlnt A, tho key H will print
H, and so on. Then X, tho correspond-
ent nt ono ond of tho line, on receiving
a clphor dispatch from tho other, Y,
has only to copy it on his typewriter.
Tho machine, retrnnsposlng tho letters
automatically, will nt onco glvo nn

translation, whllo X's reply,
written on tho Mimo typowiltcr which
translated Y's original dispatch, will
form an unintelligible! string of letters,
which, by copying on Y's typewriter,
will bo in its turn translated.

The ndvantngM of a cipher corre-
spondence ot this kind aro that tho
parties uso different, although recipro-
cal, ciphers, nnd a comptllhon of dis-
patches captured from each will glvo
little clew to tho meaning of elthor.
Moreovor, It would not bo very difficult
with somo typewriters which hnvo two
space keys to make tho spico keys
oporato typos, so thut tho document
would bo an uninterrupted siting of
letteru. Suah writing Is very difficult
to decipher, from the Impossibility of
telling whoro tho words begin or end;
yet tho corresponding Instrument, by
niero copying, would trnnslato It per-
fectly. Chicago Tribune,

A THUNDERsf6nM.

Alt Nature IAit I.oo.o tn llrrl'ury Among
tho Andes.

"Tho peoplo of this country do not
know what it thunder storm Is," assort-
ed Juan Segarcz, u natlvo of I'cru.
"You must go to the mountains of tho
tropics If you want to sco tho bolts of
Olympian Jove nud hear his thundors
roll.

"Thoro Is no sight on earth bo grand
as a mldnjght thunder storm In tho
Andes. Hyron describes n night storm
in tho Alps, and It appears lnoxprcssl-bi- y

grand to thoso who have novcr folt
tho fcolld earth rock beneath tho ten Wo

elcctrlo discharges and seen tho forked
bolts rend gigantic rocks from moun-

tain peaks nnd bond them crashing
down Into woll-nlg- h bottomless ohasms.

"I spent a night hi tho Andes in tho
summer of '89. Our party was encamped
lu a basin, walled In by thrco snow-cappe- d

peaks. Shortly after midnight
a Buddeu thunder storm camo up, and
thoso thrco peaks seemed to be unolr
clcdwlth flory bluo serpents, that colled
nnd tlamod and darted tholr flory
tongues norobs the triangular space at
each other for nn hour, whllo tho peals
ot thunder followed In suoh quick suc-

cession that it seemed ono continual
crash llko nn ondlowt oraok of doom.

"Bowlders larger thau nny building
over creeled by man were torn from tho
crags and hurled into tho valleys, whllo
the rain came down liken second dolugo,
swolllng In u few minutes every tiny
rlvulpt to tonents that roared llko
Niagara. Tho storm coascd ns suddenly
as it beenn. the torrents disappeared,
tho stars shouo out and a silence Ilka
tho grava luicoooded Iho awful paudo-wontum- "

M ,rRi.-- . t'JSLjinorat.

t j n

MURDER THEIR PROFESSION.
Tlio IIiuki of Imttn Mndo tlie Tnltlnc nl

LI to a Finn Art.
"Murder has ceased only recently to

bon recognlred profession In India,"
said nn Oriental traveler to a Star
writer. "A fow years ago thoso who
practiced tho business wero divided Into
three classes, most Importnnt of which
was that of tho thugs. Thoy originated
nboul two hundred years ago, nnd woro
extremely numerous nt the tlmo when
the British first gained n foothold in
that country. Home notion may bo got
of tho scnlo on which they worked from
tho fact that ono of them, captured n
few years ago, confessed lo having
taken "part ln 031 deliberate killings of
human beings. They traveled In gangs,
nnd, Inasmuch ns tho natlvo got cm-incn- ts

took no ptlns to put them down,
their vocation prospered. Bach minor,
organization In their association, con-
taining often ono hundrod men, ab-
stained fiom tho prnctlco of Its Industry
1., If- - ...v., t....wlt4i. r,itr,tit.n,1wir1 '

which was nouo tho less exposed to oc-

casional visits from other bands, so that
tho slaughter went on continually
everywhere, Ono official of tho East
India Compiuy, who wns for thrco years
in charge of a district on tho Ncrbuddo
rh or, testified In his reports that dur-
ing that period 100 peoplo were mur-dore- d

within less than a quarter of u
mllo of his residence.

"It would bo Incorrect to imagine
that tho thugs were tnero brutal crlml-- !

nnls with an nppctlto for blood. On the
contrary, many of them belonged to the I

most Intelligent and respectnblo classes.
They loved their profession, regarded
tho killing of people us legltlmato spoi t j

nnd even connldcred themselves emls-sarlo- s

ot a divinity, so that they were
never troubled with pangs of conscience
on nccount of their deeds. They were
organized ns n rogu ar army, rising I

ttinnujh various grades according to
merit Thcldvesl Tank was composed
of 'scouts,' tho second ofs 'soxtons, the i

third of men whoso dutylt w as to hold j

tho hands of tho victims whllo tho latter .

wero choked to death by tho stranglcra,
who formed tho fourth and highest
rank. They wors dped tho plckav, '

which was symbolical of their profes-
sion, and an oath sworn on it was never
broken. In tho district of Oudo alone,
which Is 170 miles loiig by 100 miles
hrond, there were 374 regular stations
maintained for committing murders, j

"l'lfty years ago tho Ganges river
Hiunies nnd Calcutta was In-

fested during five months of every year
w 1th no less than 250 boats which mado
a pretenso of transporting religious pil-

grims. When passengers had been taken
on board ut a given signal tho crew
rushed upon them, strangled them or
broko their backs nnd threw them Into
the stream, where floating corpses aro
too numerous nt all times of tho year to
excite nny remark, such being to this
day tho ordinary method of disposing ot
tho dea I adopted by poor peoplo who
cannot afford to bury them. Othor,
plans practiced wero to Inveigle travel-
ers to tho murder stations or to capture
them in darkness on tho roads, tho
night tlmo being commonly chosen In '

India for making journeys on nccount
of tho heat of tho day. Owing to tho
extraordinary notions of fato held by
tho natives of tho Orient thLs wholes ilo
destruction of human llfo occasioned
very Httlo rontark. If a person died It
wns tho will of the TJclty, and bo thoro
could be no use tn stirring up nn Inves-
tigation of tho matter.

"The motlvo of tho thugs In tholr i
business of slaughter was two-fol- It
was a highly stimulating sport to them,
with a certain amount ot religious sen-
timent In it and It was productive of
gain iu the shapo of plunder. In ono
instance on record tho killing of six
persons yielded f 10,000. Because tho
thugs confined their attention to tho
natlvo pcoplo, who mado no complaint,
a long time passed bef. ro tho British
authorities took any actlvo monsuros
for putting down the evil; but when tho
work of suppressing It was onco begun
it was carried on with such activity and
effectiveness that the gangs wero soon
wiped out Of onosocloty that included
000 assassins nil save seventy wero cap-
tured lu ten years. Between 1820 nnd
XH35, 1,502 thugs wero nrrested, of whom
38'J wore handed nnd 009 wero traus-- 1

ported. A part of tho codo of Thuggeo
was novcr to prnctlco unnecessary era-- 1

elty, nor in nny caso to rob a victim
beforo killing him. Infants wero nl- -'

ways spared and were trained to tho,
profession. Tho murder df womon was
not countenanced, though certain ganga
adopted tho practice. Most commonly
n thug would engn,jo an unwary trav- -

eler In conversation, when tho superior
Btrangler would throw his own Hnon
girdle nround tho unfortunate's nock
and choko him to death by pressing tha
knuaklcs against his spine,

"Besides tho thugs, thoro wero In
India tho 'poisoners' nnd the 'robbers.'
Tlio former nil belonged to ono class of
dcnlorsiu toddy. Thoy went singly or
In gangs, hnuntlng tho stopping places
of travelers, whore they would tako ad-
vantage of any opportunity to drop n
small quantity ot pounded 'da turn'
seeds Into tho wayfarer's food. Then
thoy would rob him and lcavo him to
tako his chanccH of rocovcrlng fronf tho
dangerous elTects of tho narcotic Tho
'robbers' likewise- went about In gangs.
stealing wherever and whatever they
could, and Improving such chances for
Incendiarism ns fell in their way, Thov
wero originally nil high-cla- ss Hnjpoots,
who, on being conquered by tho Mo-
hammedans, vowed to to revungu thorn- - ,

solves upon tnunlrind." Washington
Star. I

W'onderlnl 'I Ulna In Heredity.
It Is a fact well established by stu- - ,

doutsof heredity that children aro apt
to Inherit not only tho physical, mental
nnd moral traits of tholr parents, but to
bo Influenced by their ago as well.
Children born of very young( fathers
and mothers never attain so vigorous u
growth of mind and body as thoso of
older men and women, whllo children
of old people- uro born old, Ouo of tho
most surprising cases In medical history
Is that of Margue rlto Crlbsowna, who
dlod In 1T0.1, aged 108 years. When Ut
sho was man led to it man aged 103.
Throo children came of this union, but
41. .i luirl f.rntf till It W1 lisntll wnrn I

stooped, yellow and wrinkled, decrepit
In movement, nnd could cut only bread
and vogciat)ics.--f- l. . nun.

Curelutly Trained.
Llttlo Dick Mamma, may I stay

with Hilly llooswax ull night?
Mamma I'm ufrnld you'll forgot to

say your prayers.
Mttlu Dlok No, I couldn't, 'causo ho

has to say 'em hhuelt His mamma Is

just as cross an' ugly 'bout that as you
nre. Oood News.

Ulmt Ma OnJecU.I to.
Mr Hhortwelght (dealer In coal) I

want you to settle fo.-th- ton of coal
y.m got a fow days ago. A man has to
,ju, : r what he guU tn this world.

.' . sir. Andi i -- You un right,
i. id ho hits to pay tor a

.i -- Jury.

.i --Ti -
Our prices on Harness, Saddles,

Lams, uouars ana jaas.

THE LAST

TO

BEG -

-
Iu our beautiful now Btoro corner Mniu nmlTonlh filroots, opposito Fc)Joa & Bro.

Brick

Yuuh Mbrlh Main anil Jcsup Avcntio.

W 05

1'JHIU NiiTlONil,

GRAY &
G. NINTH 6T..NKAU JIAI.N,

10
25 HAIR

25cenl8
rtcjtmnr 1ml llrst-cl- ft work ami all iloac lu

latent fasblon. Satlsfjrllon giiaianterti.

offl lit.VJUlU'

EFFOI

UNLOAD

"VViiDLtei" Stoeik.

Ten--D

TREMENDOUS

BE IN A

ay
INNING - FEBRUARY

Watch for Fuller Announcements.

This Will Not Be Ordinary Sale.

J. H. ANDERSON "& C0.

IDLTOISr BROS.
03ST3ES

Stock

Manufacturers and

Evervthincr Goes at

Clothing at Cost. Boots

n. j--
.

I I C afV
1 l

Cars pass Iho Door Every i

Ofllco Sixth Streot, roar of Planter's Bank.

Goes

wFbIbWbIH

BARBER &HOP,
PACE, PROP'S.

SHAVING SHAMPOO-
ING CUTTING

OUR

C&,

Bri--

OUR LARGE

WILL MADE

l'Sth.

An

Builders.

Takin

and

ZERO,

Sale.
Eastern Oost.

Hats and Caps at Cost.

Ladies' and Gentlemen's Underwear at Cost.

DRESS GOODS ANP NOTIONS,

Everything at

IUII.CWI

ANKEL'S,

Arlington Hotel,

Shoes at

Ivo Mlnut for all Dartsot the City.1

of description

HUitT, ritoritiETOJt.
RATES: $1.50 to $2.00 PER DAY

COR. TWELFTH AND MAIN
lS1,iisic.lH.vo.I.M,&I.an1U:r:.A3t.I,.Uopot. fllUQVII
SSipiaioalwIow Union DcpoU LUUIOVIt.LE

C"8trret

NEW PATTERN

MS
ml RGELAIN

DXWNEIFi --vvAje
in tliistlo with stipled gold.

MAKE UP GOODS TO SUIT TRADE.

v,Wmn

gilr-TE- Y

STREETS.

IoV('St, ni'iee.
Household goods every

green

LOSG STRAW

y
'cCJLtjQxaY

x:l

g

f

Cost.

Decorated

BROOMS.

t.;m


